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are such that the French did not dare to undertake
the voyage without having with them a chaplain.
It was in that quality that Father Dalmas, a native
of Tours, embarked for Hudson's bay. Having
arrived there, he offered to remain in the fort, both
to serve the French who had been left in garrison,
and to have an opportunity for learning the language
of the savages who bring their furs during the
summer, so that he might be able afterward to go
to proclaim the Gospel to them. The vessel which
was to bring them provisions in the following year
having been continually driven back by contrary
winds, those men who had remained in the fort
perished, for the most part, from hunger or from
disease. They were reduced to only eight; five of
these having been detached to go hunting on the
snow in the woods, left in the fort Father Dalmas,
the Surgeon, and a Toolmaker.

The hunters, having returned four or five days
afterward, were much surprised at no longer finding
there either the Father or the Surgeon. They asked
the Toolmaker what had become of them. The
embarrassment in which they beheld him, the con-
tradictory replies that he gave them, and some traces
of blood that they perceived on the snow, made them
resolve to seize the wretched man and to put him in
irons. Finding himself arrested, and goaded by
remorse of conscience, he confessed that, having
been for a long time on bad terms with the Surgeon,
he had assassinated him one morning and dragged
his body to the river, where he cast it into a hole
which he had made in the ice; and that afterward,
having returned to the fort, he found in the Chapel
the Father, who was preparing to say Mass. This



